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the flames. Public passion has been
aroused to a fever pitch, and we as
leaders must come together to heal the
open wounds, bind up the damaged
trust, and, by our example, again unite
our people. We would all be wise to cool
the rhetoric.

For the common good, we must now
put aside the bitterness that has in-
fected our nation, and take up a new
mantle. We have to work with this
President and with each other, and
with the members of the House of Rep-
resentatives in dealing with the many
pressing issues which face the nation.
We must, each of us, resolve through
our efforts to rebuild the lost con-
fidence in our government institutions.
We can begin by putting behind us the
distrust and bitterness caused by this
sorry episode, and search for common
ground instead of shoring up the divi-
sions that have eroded decency and
good will and dimmed our collective vi-
sion. We must seek out our better na-
tures and aspire to higher things. I
hope that with the end of these pro-
ceedings, we can, together, crush the
seeds of ugliness and enmity which
have taken root in the sacred soil of
our republic, and, instead, sow new re-
spect for honestly differing views, bi-
partisanship, and simple kindness to-
wards each other. We have much im-
portant work to do. And, in truth, it is
long past time for us to move on.
f

RECESS SUBJECT TO CALL OF THE
CHAIR

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I move the
Senate recess subject to the call of the
Chair.

The motion was agreed to, and at 1:08
p.m., the Senate took a recess subject
to the call of the Chair.

The Senate reassembled at 2:43 p.m.,
when called to order by the Presiding
Officer (Mr. INHOFE).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The act-
ing majority leader is recognized.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I would
like to go through a number of closing
activities here.
f

PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO
HOUSES
Mr. THOMAS. First, I ask unanimous

consent that the Senate proceed to the
consideration of House Concurrent Res-
olution 27, the adjournment resolution,
which was received from the House. I
further ask unanimous consent that
the resolution be agreed to, and the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (H. Con. Res. 27) was
agreed to, as follows:

H. CON. RES. 27
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the

Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Friday, Feb-
ruary 12, 1999, it stand adjourned until 12:30
p.m. on Tuesday, February 23, 1999, or until
noon on the second day after Members are
notified to reassemble pursuant to section 2

of this concurrent resolution, whichever oc-
curs first; and that when the Senate recesses
or adjourns at the close of business on Thurs-
day, February 11, 1999, Friday, February 12,
1999, Saturday, February 13, 1999, or Sunday,
February 14, 1999, pursuant to a motion made
by the Majority Leader, or his designee, pur-
suant to this concurrent resolution, it stand
recessed or adjourned until noon on Monday,
February 22, 1999, or such time on that day
as may be specified by the Majority Leader
or his designee in the motion to recess or ad-
journ, or until noon on the second day after
Members are notified to reassemble pursuant
to section 2 of this concurrent resolution,
whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, acting jointly
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House and the Minority Leader of the
Senate, shall notify the Members of the
House and the Senate, respectively, to reas-
semble whenever, in their opinion, the public
interest shall warrant it.
f

STENNIS TECHNOLOGY HELPS
FARMERS AND ENVIRONMENT

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I call my
colleagues’ attention to a recent Asso-
ciated Press article on the Gulf of Mex-
ico ‘‘Dead Zone’’, a large area that suf-
fers from hypoxia, a lack of oxygen in
the water. The article states that re-
searchers attending the national meet-
ing of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science say that fer-
tilizer runoff, which is rich in nitrogen,
into the Mississippi River may contrib-
ute to this oxygen deprivation.

Now, I do not know the extent to
which this may be true. However, I am
proud to say that the Stennis Space
Center in Mississippi is working on a
high technology system that may hold
the key to reducing farm nitrogen run-
off while improving crop yield. The
NASA Commercial Remote Sensing
Program Office at Stennis, in concert
with the local farming industry, are de-
veloping a new technique known as
precision farming. It is, in real-time,
bringing space age technology down to
earth. Precision farming uses emerging
space-based instruments to monitor
farmers’ soil content and computer
technology to target fertilizer level to
maximize crop yield. It will replace the
widely used practice of fertilizing the
entire crop to the same degree. Preci-
sion farming allows the farmer to give
the land only what it needs.

Mr. Kenneth Hood of Perthshire
Farms, in the Mississippi Delta town of
Gunnison in Bolivar County, which is
about 25 miles north of Greenville,
monitors the health and soil consist-
ency of his farm through NASA
hyperspectral imaging techniques. This
technique allows Mr. Hood to add fer-
tilizer as needed in specific portions of
his acreage. It also helps him detect
crop stress, before it can be seen
through the human eye. Stennis Space
Center’s goal is to help Mr. Hood use
less fertilizer, lower his costs, and im-
prove his crop yield.

This is a win for the farmer and a win
for the environment. Most impor-
tantly, this technology may yield a
private sector incentive to voluntarily
reduce farm fertilizer runoff, a far bet-

ter solution than imposing regulatory
burdens or subsidizing inefficient and
less productive fertilizer limits.

NASA’s Commercial Remote Sensing
Program Office at Stennis Space Cen-
ter should be congratulated for devel-
oping practical and productive com-
mercial uses of this technology. This
imaging technique, I believe, has appli-
cation in other areas as well, such as in
highway planning, environmental mon-
itoring, resource exploration, coastal
zone management and timber manage-
ment.

Mr. President, I encourage all of my
colleagues with an interest to contact
Mr. David Brannon of the Stennis
Space Center’s Commercial Remote
Sensing Program. I am sure many of
my colleagues have farmers such as
Mr. Hood who want to improve crop
yield, decrease costs, and be good stew-
ards of the environment. All they need
to do is call Stennis and learn about
what Mississippi has to offer.

f

A CALL FOR AN END TO THE
POLITICAL WARS

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, to-
day’s votes on the Articles of Impeach-
ment mark the end of a long and dif-
ficult journey. The story of this im-
peachment process suggests a number
of lessons on which I expect we will all
reflect individually and collectively for
some time.

From the beginning of this process, I
objected in the clearest terms to the
President’s legal hairsplitting and at-
tempts to find a legal excuse, or any
excuse, for his deplorable personal con-
duct. In my view, the President vio-
lated the public trust and brought dis-
honor to the office he holds. For that,
he will have to answer to the people of
this country, and to history.

But it was every senator’s duty to
put personal views aside and render im-
partial justice, based on constitutional
standards and the evidence before the
Senate. In my view, the President’s
conduct did not, under our Constitu-
tion, warrant his removal from office.
Others, acting on equally sincere mo-
tives, reached a different conclusion.

It is regrettable that something
about this process led to a situation,
particularly in Washington, where sin-
cere voices on both sides were too often
drowned out by partisan voices—again,
on both sides. But, if we listen to
voices outside the nation’s capital, the
voices of citizens rather than of par-
tisans, those voices tell us that some-
thing has gone terribly wrong in our
public discourse.

Those citizens see the impeachment
process not as a solemn constitutional
event, which it assuredly was, but rath-
er as another sad episode in the sorry
saga of a bitter, partisan and negative
political process that runs on the fuel
of scandal. In this sense, to many
Americans, the Starr investigation,
and the impeachment process it
spawned, were all too familiar.
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